
Los Angeles Unified School District 
 

 
 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
During the past several days there have been a series of student walkouts during the 
school day to protest recent proposed immigration legislation.  Although we support 
students’ right to voice their opinion, when students leave school without permission, 
they are in violation of District policy and compulsory attendance laws.  Section 48200 of 
the Education Code states: “that each person who is between the ages of six and eighteen 
years and not otherwise exempted…is subject to compulsory full- time education…”   
 
In addition to the Education Code, the Los Angeles City and Los Angeles County have 
strict loitering ordinances.  These ordinances prohibit any person under the age of 
eighteen and subject to compulsory school attendance from loitering in or upon the public 
streets, highways, roads, alley, parks, playgrounds, or other public grounds between the 
hours of 8:30a.m. and 1:30p.m. on days when school is in session. Students who violate 
these ordinances may receive a citation, have to appear in court with their 
parent/guardian,  have a fine imposed by the court, and risk having their driver’s license 
withheld.  
 
Activities have been planned at each school to provide students with an opportunity to 
express their concerns and opinions. Teachers have received instructional materials to 
also help students understand the current events regarding immigration. 
 
Please be advised that students who leave campus without permission are defying school 
rules and District policy and will be subject to disciplinary consequences.  In addition,  
students who are not in school and absent without a valid excuse will be issued a loitering 
citation by law enforcement agencies.  We are requesting your support in ensuring that 
your child attends school for the entire school day and, if interested, take advantage of 
school based activities to voice their viewpoint on this and other relevant current events 
occurring in the community.  If you have further questions, feel free to contact your 
child’s school.  
 
 


