
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS     

for

 ENGLISH LEARNERS

PARENT BROCHURE

English Language
 Proficiency Levels

Prof ic iency leve ls  are  a l igned to the Cal i fornia 
Engl i sh Language Development  (ELD) Standards. 
They for m the pathway to  the Engl i sh Language 
Ar ts  Grade-Level  Content  Standards.   In 
addi t ion,  each ELD leve l  bui lds  on the preceding 
leve l .   
Elementar y  Engl i sh learners  are  expected to 
advance a  minimum of  one ELD leve l  per  year.  
Secondar y  Engl i sh learners  are  ass igned to 
Engl i sh as  a  Second Language (ESL)  c lasses 
that  cor respond to the i r  ELD leve ls.   They are 
expected to  prog ress  one ESL leve l  per  semester.
Below is  an explanat ion of  what  s tudents  are 
ab le  to  do at  each of  the f ive  ELD leve ls :

ELD 1 -  Beginning :   S tudents  may demonstrate 
l i t t le  or  no recept ive  Engl i sh sk i l l s.  Ora l  and 
wr i t ten product ion i s  usua l ly  l imi ted .  Frequent 
er rors  make communicat ion d i f f icu l t .

ELD 2 -  Ear ly  Inter mediate :  Students  cont inue to 
deve lop recept ive  and product ive  Engl i sh sk i l l s. 
Ora l  and wr i t ten product ion are  usua l ly  l imi ted 
to  phrases,  memorized s ta tements  and quest ions.  
Frequent  er rors  may interfere  wi th communicat ion.

ELD 3 -  Inter mediate :   S tudents  beg in to  ta i lor  the i r 
Engl i sh language sk i l l s  to  meet  communicat ion and 
learn ing demands.  Ora l  and wr i t ten product ion have 
usua l ly  expanded to sentences,  parag raphs,  or ig ina l 
s ta tements,  and quest ions.

ELD 4 -  Ear ly  Advanced:  Students  beg in to 
combine the e lements  of  the Engl i sh language in 
complex ,  cogni t ive ly  demanding s i tuat ions.  Ora l 
and wr i t ten product ion are  character ized by more 
e laborate  d iscourse,  fu l ly -deve loped parag raphs,  and 
composi t ions.

ELD 5 -  Advanced:  Students  respond in  Engl i sh 
us ing extended vocabular y  in  soc ia l  and academic 
d iscourse  to  negot ia te  meaning and apply  knowledge 
across  the  content  areas.

The Distr ic t ’s  goa l  i s  for  a l l  ELs to  acquire  h igh 
leve ls  of  Engl i sh prof ic iency to  meet  g rade- leve l 
s tandards  in  a l l  content  areas  as  rap id ly  as  poss ib le.
Al l  Engl i sh learners  are  expected to  make prog ress 
in  acquir ing Engl i sh and are  g iven fu l l  access  to 
g rade- leve l  cur r icu lum.   Students  who do not  make 
adequate  prog ress  are  provided wi th oppor tuni t ies 
to  rece ive  inter vent ion ser v ices.  
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Program Goals and Descriptions

When the Home Language Sur vey (HLS)  ident i f ies 
a  potent ia l  Engl i sh learner,  the  school  infor ms the 
parents  of  the Master  Plan instr uct iona l  prog ram 
opt ions,  p lacement ,  and the i r  r ight  to  request  a 
waiver  for  an a l ternat ive  prog ram. 

The Cal i f o r n ia  Engl i sh  Languag e  De v e l opmen t  Te s t 
(CELDT)  i s  adminis tered wi th in 30 ca lendar  days 
of  enrol lment  to  deter mine Engl i sh prof ic iency and 
Engl i sh learner  (EL)  c lass i f ica t ion.   ELs are  a l so 
assessed in  the i r  pr imar y  language wi th in 30  ca lendar 
days  of  enrol lment .   The school  not i f ies  parents  of  
the in i t ia l  CELDT and pr imar y  language tes t  resu l ts 
and conf i r ms prog ram placement .   At  th is  t ime, 
parents  are  g iven an oppor tuni ty  to  request  a  change 
of  prog ram placement .
Subsequent ly,  ELs are  annual ly  assessed wi th the 
CELDT to measure  ELD prog ress.   Parents  are 
annual ly  not i f ied of  the i r  ch i ld ’s  tes t  resu l ts  and 
prog ram placement .  They may request  a  conference 
wi th the pr inc ipa l  to  d iscuss  tes t  resu l ts,  prog ram 
placement ,  or  other  prog ram opt ions.
Al l  Master  Plan instr uct iona l  prog rams are  des igned 
to ensure  that  ELs acquire  fu l l  Engl i sh prof ic iency 
and meet  g rade- leve l  content  s tandards  as  rap id ly  as 
poss ib le.   They are  descr ibed be low:

S t r u c t u re d  E n g l i s h  I m m e r s i o n 
( S E I )  P rog r a m

ELs wi th less  than reasonable  f luency in  Engl i sh 
(ELD leve ls  1-4  or  ESL 1-2)  are  p laced in  an SEI 
Prog ram.   The SEI prog ram provides  instr uct ion 
in  Engl i sh ,  inc luding :  content-based ELD, pr imar y 
language suppor t ,  and Spec ia l ly  Des igned Academic 
Instr uct ion in  Engl i sh for  access  to  g rade-
leve l  content .   ELs are  g rouped by the i r  Engl i sh 
prof ic iency leve l  for  da i ly  ELD/ESL instr uct ion. 
Secondar y  ELs in  Intro ESL or  ESL 1 may rece ive 
introductor y  ESL c lasses  in  math ,  sc ience,  and 
h is tor y  dur ing the i r  f i r s t  year  to  ass i s t  them with 
g rade- leve l  courses  the fo l lowing year.   This  may 
de lay  access  to  g rade- leve l  s tandards  whi le  s tudents 
are  learn ing Engl i sh .

M a i n s t re a m  P rog r a m
ELs wi th reasonable  f luency in  Engl i sh (ELD 
leve l  5)  are  p laced in  the Mainstream Prog ram.  
This  prog ram provides  g rade- leve l  academic 
instr uct ion in  Engl i sh and i s  des igned for  nat ive 
Engl i sh speakers.  ELs cont inue to  rece ive 
addi t iona l  instr uct iona l  suppor t  in  order  to  meet 
the requirements  to  be rec lass i f ied as  f luent 
Engl i sh prof ic ient .
Note :  Par en t s  ha v e  th e  r i gh t  t o  r eque s t  th e  Mains t r eam Pr og ram f o r 
th e i r  ch i l d  a t  any  t ime  dur ing  th e  yea r .   Th i s  r eque s t  mus t  b e  made  in 

wr i t in g .

A l t e r n a t i ve  P rog r a m s
1.  Bas ic  Bi l ingua l  Prog ram:  Bi l ingua l  teachers  use 
pr imar y  language to  teach g rade- leve l  academic 
subjects.  ELD is  taught  da i ly.   As  s tudents 
prog ress  in  the i r  Engl i sh prof ic iency,  Engl i sh 
instr uct ion i s  increased in  academic subjects. 
2 .  Dual  Language Prog ram:  ELs and Engl i sh 
prof ic ient  s tudents  rece ive  instr uct ion in  two 
languages  in  the same c lassroom to deve lop 
academic prof ic iency in  both languages  beg inning 
in  k indergar ten for  a  minimum of  s ix  years.

T h e  Wa i ve r  P ro c e s s
Parents  have the r ight  to  request  an Al ternat ive 
Prog ram.   Parenta l  Except ion Waivers  must  be 
acted upon no la ter  than 10 ca lendar  days  af ter 
the end of  the in i t ia l  30-day SEI p lacement , 
or  wi th in  20 instr uct iona l  days  f rom the t ime 
the parenta l  waiver  i s  rece ived by the school 
pr inc ipa l ,  whichever  i s  l a ter.   Circumstances  in 
which a  parenta l  except ion waiver  may be g ranted 
are  as  fo l lows :  (a )  ch i ldren who a l ready know 
Engl i sh ,  (b)  ch i ldren age  10 or  o lder,  and (c) 
ch i ldren wi th spec ia l  needs.
When 20 or  more pupi l s  a t  the  same g rade have 
been g ranted a  Parenta l  Except ion Waiver,  the 
school  must  provide a  Bas ic  Bi l ingua l  c lass.  
When the c lass  i s  fu l l  or  when there  are  not 
enough s tudents  to  open a  c lass,  the  school  must 
es tabl i sh  a  wai t ing l i s t  for  publ ic  rev iew.   Parents 
are  g iven the opt ion of  t ransfer r ing the i r  ch i ldren 
to  another  publ ic  school  in  which such a  prog ram 
is  offered (Educat iona l  Code 310) .

I f  fewer  than 20 Parenta l  Except ion Waivers  are 
g ranted at  a  g rade leve l ,  the  school  may es tabl i sh 
a  consecut ive  mul t i -g rade c lass.

Note :   Par en t s  mus t  annua l l y  r eque s t  a  Par en ta l  Exce p t i on  Wai v e r  in 
p e r s on  t o  c on t inue  en r o l lmen t  in  a  Bas i c  B i l in gua l  o r  Dua l  Languag e 
Pr og ram.

The Appeal Process
Parenta l  Except ion Waivers  sha l l  be  g ranted 
unless  the school  adminis t ra t ion deter mines  that 
the Al ternat ive  Prog ram offered at  the  school 
would not  benef i t  the  s tudent .
I f  a  Parenta l  Except ion Waiver  i s  denied ,  parents 
must  be infor med in  wr i t ing of  the reasons on a 
Denia l  For m and advised of  appea l  procedures. 
Parents  may appea l  us ing the fo l lowing three 
s teps :
Step 1 :  Appea l  to  the School  Pr inc ipa l
Step 2 : 	Appea l  to  the Loca l  Dis tr ic t  			 
	 Super intendent 
Step 3 :  Appea l  to  the Chief  Instr uct iona l
          Off icer
Note :  The  Ind i v idua l iz ed  Educa t i on  Pr og ram ( IEP)  t eam de t e rmine s 
p la c emen t  o f  ea ch  s tuden t  r e c e i v ing  Spe c ia l  Educa t i on  s e r v i c e s 
r ega rd l e s s  o f  l anguag e  p r o f i c i en c y.  No pr ov i s i on  o f  an  IEP r equ i r e s  a 
par en ta l  exc e p t i on  wa i v e r .


