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LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories

Program/Project Name: Watershed_Investigations – Portals to the Sea

School Name: Cabrillo Marine Aquarium -Stephen White Middle School    
Grade/s: 7th
Project Date: 2004-5
  

Number of Participants (approximation is okay):  140
          

Teacher/s Name/s: Judy Martin, Linda Chilton, Alfonso Montiel, Jim DePompei, Marcella Fernandez

Success Story Prepared By: Linda Chilton     




Date: 4/20/2005
Briefly Describe the SL Activity:

During this project the students learned about watersheds, their watershed and the impact they have on the watershed.  They learned to use water testing equipment and then went out to test their watershed in different locations.  They collected data and using that data have developed action plans.  These action plans have included changes in their own behavior as well as ways to share their learning with others through making books, a website and skits to share with their peers.  
What community partners were/are involved?
The Dominguez Watershed Advisory Committee, Algalita Marine Research Foundation, Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, BP Foundation, and Stephen White Middle School
What contribution did the SL activity make to your community?
The students have raised a real awareness of the watershed and their connection to the ocean with their immediate community.  They have taught other students how to do water testing and why it is important to monitor the watershed.
What impact did the SL activity have upon the  students and/or school culture?  

The final product will be seen at the end of the year but thus far the students feel a greater connection with the ocean and support from the surrounding community.  They view their environment differently and tell others to care for it by not dropping trash.  They express an interest in learning more about the ocean and about science.
What impact did the SL activity have upon the teaching and/or academic content learning?

The partnership has been a learning experience for all educators involved.  The science teacher has shared her many talents and background.  The project has provided a connection with the science standards that is real for the students and helped the teacher see the students in a different context.  The aquarium staff have had the opportunity to support an ongoing project.
What lessons were learned, (i.e. best practices)?
Flexibility is critical and practicing ensures that students have confidence in applying what they have learned in real settings.  Having students teach other students helps ensure that they truly understand what has been presented.  Their creativity with projects is tremendous.

LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories

Program/Project Name:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Summit

School Name: Cleveland High School



Project Date:
January 15, 2005
Number of Participants: 80 HS students, 100 parents & siblings

Teacher/s Name/s: Evelyn Seubert, Media Academy & Laverne Potter, Health & S-L
Success Story Prepared By:  Laverne Potter, Site S-L Coordinator           Date: 04/19/05
Briefly Describe the SL Activity
The organizing question for the students working on this project was: How can we bridge the cultural divides in our community, achieve peaceful conflict resolution, and mobilize our local community to take action in those directions?  The Summit, held at Cleveland High School, celebrated the ideals of Martin Luther King, Jr. by bringing together student organizations with community members and organizations.   Through student-led video screenings and discussions, participants discussed the issues, prioritized the needs of our community, and brainstormed possible solutions to be further explored by our students. 
The Summit was a culmination of eight weeks of classroom students’ research into the health and immigration issues in their community with a focus on the African and Latin American experience.  After their video presentation, students lead an open forum discussion between the students, community members and organizations representing the African and Latin American communities.  Students organized and led classes for their community members in film making, song writing, and story telling.  The Summit culminated with each group showcasing, to the group at large, what they produced under the direction of their student facilitators.  

What community partners were involved?

Media Academy, Health, & Latin American Studies Classes, California State University, Northridge (CSUN), parents, siblings, and student organizations: Catalyst Ambassadors, Anti-Violence Coalition, Be the Change, Actively Concerned Teens (ACT), Central American’s Club, Latin American United, Leadership, MEChA, Black Student Union (BSU), Global Village, and KCAV News. 

What contribution did the SL activity make to your community?

The Summit reflected the life and teachings of Martin Luther King, Jr. by: 
1) bringing people together of all colors to work together for peaceful resolutions to conflict,
2) promoting understanding through education, and 
3) encouraging individuals to “Be the Change”.

What impact did the SL activity have upon your students and/or school culture?

Over 150 stakeholders participated in this one day event.  The Summit served to ignite students’ interest in becoming positive change agents in their communities.  Our community members saw our students in a positive light and have continued working with our students to further student initiated projects.

What lessons were learned, (i.e. best practices)?

Students learned facilitation skills and how to use questioning “Accountable Talk” effectively.  They also learned how to work collaboratively to produce create and implement a lesson.  Students designed the day-long event and were responsible for each aspect of its implementation with teacher advice and assistance.

LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories

Program/Project Name:  Graphic Arts – Environmental Health

School Name: Cleveland High School

Project Date:
Fall 2004


Number of Participants: 30 HS Students 

Teacher/s Name/s: Bill Diebold, Graphic Arts/Health Instructor

Success Story Prepared By:  Laverne Potter, Site S-L Coordinator           Date: 04/19/05
Briefly Describe the SL Activity
Students research data on line, regarding environmental pollution. (Environmental Health Standard).  Then they create posters applying their knowledge of Design Fundamentals learned in their Art class as part of the Arts and Technology Academy curriculum.  The object is to convince the instructor not to pollute and/or to recycle his trash.  We have a recycling program on campus & students had asked why there is no recycling bin in the room.  This is a Graphics Computer Lab and a lot of paper is used through the course of a semester. 

Skills: Students learn the Adobe Photoshop Program 

Goal: To gain a working knowledge about environmental issues and pollution to effect positive change in their own behavior by trying to convince the instructor to conserve and recycle.

What community partners were involved?

Health and Art Teachers at Cleveland assisted with curriculum development.

What contribution did the SL activity make to your community?

Community need is evident through observation after nutrition and lunch periods.  It is also listed as a problem when students take walking tours of our campus.  Student created posters were placed around the school to inform our student population about environmental issues.  This campaign resulted in a greater awareness on our campus for the recycling program and assisted that program in expanding into classrooms that did not previously have recycling bins.  Additional bins for bottles and cans have been added around the campus due to increased student and teacher request.

What impact did the SL activity have upon your students and/or school culture?

Trash after Nutrition and Lunch visibly decreased during the campaign and through the remainder of the semester.  The recycling bins are used regularly in each classroom.

What lessons were learned, (i.e. best practices)?

Students worked together to share ideas, resources, & skills needed to create posters that would create impactful posters.  Each student initiated their own concepts & created their own opinions to design and produce their own poster.  Students feel a sense of community while doing the project & learned how each person’s actions affect us all.  Each student wrote a reflection that tells about their journey through the project.  Each poster & reflection was evaluated for applied evidence of the Art Elements, Design Fundamentals, applied Photoshop Skills, and how effective their final project was in convincing the instructor to change his habits. 

LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories

Program/Project Name: Youth Ready to Serve America Homeland Security Initiative 

School Name:  Crenshaw High School 



Grade/s: _9-12_
Project Date:_Spring 2005

  Number of Participants (approximation is okay): 120 students 
          

Teacher/s Name/s: Michelle Evans and Shelly Crockam  

Success Story Prepared By: Maria Elizondo (LAVC), Scott Chaplowe (LAUSD)
Date: 4/6/05

Briefly Describe the SL Activity
The Youth Ready to Respond (YRR) is an ongoing SL program funded by the Points of Light Foundation, and implemented by LAUSD and the LA Volunteer Center.  The program works with 4 different classes at Crenshaw High to create service learning projects which will address the homeland security issues of school violence, bullying and intolerance. Using a process-oriented approach, students, with the help and guidance of the VCLA coordinator and their teachers, are developing and will implement projects related to these issues. All projects are connected to the academic standards in each class. The student’s involvement in the projects will be documented through a variety of reflection activities and pre and post-surveys. The selected teachers to work in the projects receive training and orientation from the collaborating agencies on human relations, cultural diversity, racial identity development, and nonviolence techniques and strategies. VCLA and LAUSD will train the teachers on service learning methodology. 

What community partners were/are involved?

Crenshaw High, Volunteer Center of LA, Center for the advancement of non-violence, Asian Pacific American Legal Center, Cesar Chavez Foundation, Los Angeles Unified School District

What contribution did the SL activity make to your community?
Educate the community about the issues and concerns surrounding them, especially issues of issues of school violence, bullying and intolerance, and the need to build tolerant, supportive communities.

What impact did the SL activity have upon the teaching and/or academic content learning?
We will identify service learning projects that will be appropriate for students to do in the subject area that can reinforce the content standards and skills taught in the classroom at the time of the project. Some examples of this would include: an English class creating and performing a skit for elementary and middle school students to highlight the iniquities of bullying and intolerance; Social Studies students interviewing, collecting and analyzing data on the causes and consequences of prejudice and intolerance in the community which would then be presented at a school assembly. 

What impact did the SL activity have upon your students and/or school culture?
· Empower students to design, conduct and implement service learning projects.  The students have been encouraged to take complete ownership of the program from the beginning stages and will continue to do so through the end.
· Increase self-esteem through recognition

· Promote and strengthened youth leadership skills 

· Increase students’ civic pride and responsibility. 

What lessons were learned, (i.e. best practices)?
We are carefully documenting this program with POLF, LAUSD< and the community partners to improve teacher outreach and training, and to create a module that can be transferred to other school sites.
LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories

Program/Project Name: Community Problem Bibliography and Presentation

School Name: Eagle Rock High School





Grade/s: 11/12
Project Date: December ‘04
Number of Participants (approximation is okay): 40
          

Teacher/s Name/s: Susan Ward-Roncalli

Success Story Prepared By: Susan Ward-Roncalli



 Date:_April ‘05___

Briefly Describe the SL Activity

Students generate a list of problems they see in the community, they then research resources that respond to this problem. Students create a list of books, web sites, and local community agencies that address the problem. The lists are compiled and used by the counseling office at the school site.

What community partners were/are involved?

Several local agencies are contacted and subsequently included in the bibliography. These include Planned Parenthood, Hathaway Family Resource Center, LACAAW, and SIPA

What contribution did the SL activity make to your community?

Since the guide is updated every year, the counseling office finds it to be a useful reference tool.
What impact did the SL activity have upon the  students and/or school culture?

The students feel that they have made a significant contribution to their school. Their end of unit reflective journals indicate that many will pursue volunteer work dealing with the issue they choose to investigate.

What impact did the SL activity have upon the teaching and/or academic content learning?

Students learn research skills. They learn how to create a bibliography. They learn about the specific issues they were interested in. They learn o\how to present information about their issue to their classmates.

What lessons were learned, (i.e. best practices)?

The project needs to be broken down into small steps and teacher must guide the process. Students must generate the list of issues they wish to research. Project addresses several standards tested foe CAHSEE.

LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories

Program/Project Name: Indoor Air Quality Measurements: Classrooms and the Community

School Name: Franklin High School

Grade/s: 10-12

Project Date:   January-April 2005

 Number of Participants: 19
          

Teacher/s Name/s: Ms. Page

Success Story Prepared By: Ms. Page      Date:  April 15, 2005 

Briefly Describe the SL Activity: 

The teachers and students in this class worked with staff and faculty from UCLA to characterize the air quality around the campus and in certain classrooms. This has led to an awareness by the students and teachers, and their parents and associates, of problems related to air pollution at our school and in our community. The project was designed like a scientific research project, including an hypothesis, experimental approach using instrumentation, data analysis, and reporting of the results to a multi-campus group in the form of an oral report. The students and teachers also worked with undergraduate students from UCLA in developing this project, and the collaboration produced a written report on the research. Background scientific information, project data and conclusions, and planning for future projects that build on the initial results have been discussed at workshops organized through the UCLA GLOBE in the City program, sponsored by the UCLA Institute of the Environment. That program has provided faculty for lectures and classroom visits to discuss air quality in Los Angeles, and related topics, in our classes.  

Our project specifically studied the ozone levels in different rooms in the school.  Students selected a variety of rooms and set up ozone badges in those rooms and several students wore the badges around to get their daily exposure.  Student data was combined with data from the ACCESS monitor for comparison and to get other air quality data for cross-correlation.  Data was graphed and tracked for different rooms to observe the rates.  Students completed room profiles and weather comparison to try to determine the factors that lead to higher ozone levels in certain areas.

What community partners were/are involved? 

UCLA is a key partner in these air quality projects, as noted above. The UCLA GLOBE in the City project is providing support for equipment, faculty contibuting science content and research guidance, and resources for meetings and events. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is also involved, although more indirectly, as they have previously provided funds for the district to purchase instrumentation used in the projects. Finally, the students and their families are direct partners with these projects, as they are becoming familiar with the air pollution situation in their neighborhoods and at their schools.

UCLA students came into the classroom and worked directly with my students to help plan, implement and analyze the experiment.  Henry Ortiz and John Zavalney acted as science advisors assisting in the planning, implementation, and presentation of the projects.  Henry Ortiz provided technical training and assistance on using the ACCESS monitor and provided technical support and maintenance when necessary.  John Zavalney provided user trouble shooting, specific classroom instructional strategies, and science standard connections for teachers and students.
What contribution did the SL activity make to your community? 

Not only has the activity increased awareness of air pollution as an issue—especially in classrooms, where poor air quality can impact student performance, but the science projects have actually produced specific data on air quality that didn’t exist before—specifically for the state of air quality in many of the campus rooms and other locations.

Students walking around with progressively more purple badges breeds questions from uninvolved students and created an atmosphere of inquiry and education as students educated other students.  This prompted questions and answers about air quality and many students looked into the school bus study after hearing about the air quality issues in education.  Students from other classes routinely ask about the badges and if today is a “good” or “bad” ozone day and how can you tell.  The project has created an atmosphere of inquiry and education in our school.
What impact did the SL activity have upon the  students and/or school culture? 

The information developed in our air quality science projects has not yet filtered to the administration, although the students are beginning to make suggestions for improving the air quality conditions on our campus, and by extension, other campuses. The students are also becoming aware of the importance of air pollution exposure at school, and are starting to ask questions about related health matters, school infrastructure, and the like. These are all good signs of civic awareness and involvement.  Specifically my AP students informed the copy room attendants that the new copy machines were in fact low ozone and were not producing dangerous levels of ozone in the copy room even with the door closed.
What impact did the SL activity have upon the teaching and/or academic content learning? 

The activity has been built around scientific content—developed by UCLA faculty and offered in the form of lectures, symposia, and a resource CD that includes primers, power-point presentations and other materials that can be used in the classroom, or to support the GLOBE air quality research project agenda. The academic content includes topics concerning air pollution, the chemistry of smog, meteorology and its effects on pollution, carbon dioxide and its environmental relevance, ozone good and bad, and many related subjects involving indoor pollution and exposure, standards for pollutants, etc.

All of my students completed the online smog city activity, SmogCity, that allowed them to determine the conditions that lead to smog and ozone formation.  Students then used the PBS environmental video series, Journey to Planet Earth: Urban Explosion, to analyze cities around the world to determine why certain cities had higher ozone levels based on geography, climate, and human activity.  Students then returned to SmogCity and input data for each city to model potential ozone levels compared to Los Angeles.  This was directly connected to the California ecology standards and chemistry standards for high school science.

What lessons were learned, (i.e. best practices)?  

There have been clear lessons regarding the use of ventilation of classes and other rooms to control pollution exposure (although implementation of best practices is severely limited at our school because of infrastructure problems). The students have learned the concept of balancing exposure between indoor and outdoor environments, of the usefulness of ventilation and air conditioning systems, and so on.

LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories

Program/Project Name:    East La Community Project

School Name:    Garfield High School





Grade/s:     12
Project Date:    9/2003-6/2005

  Number of Participants (approximation is okay): 175

Teacher/s Name/s:     Alberto Palacios

Success Story Prepared By:   Chuck Burdick, Secondary Social Studies Expert      Date:  4/12/05

Briefly Describe the SL Activity

Students are researching the history and demographics of East Los Angeles. They disseminate information about political options (incorporation, annexation status quo) in the neighborhood and investigate past and present attempts at city incorporation. Other related activities include researching local ordinances and distributing leaflets and flyers in the community. An important component of the East LA project is researching a neighboring city in terms of revenues and expenditures. This service learning project is aligned with State Content Standards 12.2 (Rights and obligations of democratic citizens) and 12.7 (Powers and procedures of local governments).

What community partners were/are involved?

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, Office of Gloria Molina.
What contribution did the SL activity make to your community?
Political awareness, knowledge of the status of unincorporated East Los Angeles, prospects for self-government, community empowerment, and improved relation between the schools, residents, and business owners.
What impact did the SL activity have upon the students and/or school culture?
Mr. Palacios noticed a positive impact on the students in terms of their own self-determination and self-government. The students conducted a school wide election and discovered that 83% of the student body was in favor of incorporation. The students in his classes are much more aware of the change that they can effect in their own community and they are beginning to understand that they can make a difference. Mr. Palacios told his students that he would like to walk down the street and say “hello” to the future Mayor, knowing that it was one of his former students.

What impact did the SL activity have upon the teaching and/or academic content learning?

The teacher is invigorated and excited about his career while working through the East LA project. This type of service learning makes the content real and relevant for the students and is aligned with the State Content Standards. Mr. Palacios continually asks for results from the students and receives them in the form of writing tasks, research projects, interviews, and publications in local bulletins and newspaper articles.

What lessons were learned, (i.e. best practices)?

The students are learning about the political process at the local level—how to run a city, provide services, establish a tax base, etc. They also learn about community issues and concerns and how to build consensus and create political change. The best practice component comes into play when you look at the methodical and deliberate steps of the project; doing the research, following procedures, speaking with the right people, involving different stakeholders, and meeting the needs of your constituents.
LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories

Program/Project Name:  Veterans History Project 






School Name: Huntington Park HS


                    

 Grade/s:    10/11
   
Project Date: April 4-22, 2005        

Number of Participants (approximation is okay): 35-40       

Teacher/s Name/s:  R. Arburto (Gen. Ed/US History), Jose Manzano (SDP), Shalivia Loos (DOTS Transition Teacher), Liz Suenaga (DOTS Transition Coordinator)

Success Story Prepared By:   Liz Suenaga                                                        
Date:    5/23/05
  

Follow-Up Contact Information:     Jodee Mensik (213) 241-8089






Briefly Describe the SL Activity

Students created video and oral interviews with veterans of wars from WWII to present. The range of wars represented included the WWII, Vietnam, Korean, and Desert Storm war. Students contacted veterans and veteran groups to set up appointments for the interview. They prepared interview questions, learned how to use the audio and/or visual equipment, and became familiar with the Folk Life Collection of the Library of Congress. 
What community partners were/are involved?

1. Various Foreign Legion Affair Office/Posts
2. Retired teachers
3. Japanese American 442 Combat Group
4. Family members/relatives
What contribution did the SL activity make to your community?
There is a need to capture the memories of veterans, while they are still able to provide these interviews. In particular, there is a need to have more minority veterans represented in the Oral History Collection in the Library of Congress. There is also a need to preserve the memories of veterans living in the Southern California area. This service learning activity contributed to all of these specific community needs.
What impact did the SL activity have upon the students and/or school culture?
Students learned and developed skills through their active participation in an inclusive high quality service learning project that met the needs of their community. Service learning fosters civic responsibility and provides structured time for student reflection. All participating students, general and special education alike, experienced having their voice heard and making a difference in their school and local community. 

What impact did the SL activity have upon the teaching and/or academic content learning?
The service learning activity was aligned to the History/Social Science Content Standards and the English Language Arts Content Standards: 11.7 Students analyze America’s participation in WWII; 11.9 Students analyze U.S. Foreign policy since WWII; ELA 1.0 Written and oral English Language Conventions-Students will write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.

What lessons were learned, (i.e. best practices)?
Students learned the following skills:

1. Collaboration with school and community participants

2. Leadership skills

3. Organizational skills

4. Social and communication skills

5. Appropriate telephone and interview technique

6. Team work (integrated general and special education student teams)

LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories
Program/Project Name: Physical Education for Elementary Children/Peer Tutoring

School Name: Polytechnic Senior High School 


Grade/s: 10-12th
Project Date:9/7/04-10/15/04   

Number of Participants (approximation is okay): 30 HS/50 elementary students
          
Teacher/s Name/s: Hector Colon
Success Story Prepared By: Hector Colon      


Date:4/20/05

Briefly Describe the SL Activity
Teacher Academy students from Polytechnic HS developed standards-based physical education lessons and taught them to students (and teachers) of Stonehurst Elementary School for a period of 5 weeks.

What community partners were/are involved?

Stonehurst Elementary
What contribution did the SL activity make to your community?

The students, parents, and staff of Stonehurst witnessed on a practical level the importance and necessity of a quality physical education program.  Students also learned about proper nutrition.
What impact did the SL activity have upon the  students and/or school culture?
The students of Stonehurst Elementary experienced that physical activity ca be fun and benefical.  The release of excess energy in a constructive and cooperative manner facilitates more active learning in the academic curriculum.  Polytechnic Academy students experienced real-world teacher situations in planning and implementing lesson plans that meet state standards.  Teachers learned about PE lessons they could do with their students which would lead to proper motor development.

What impact did the SL activity have upon the teaching and/or academic content learning?
There is no better way of learning something as when you have to teach it.  Polytechnic students experienced first hand the standards of the physical education curriculum from the bottom up.

LAUSD Service-Learning Success Stories

Program/Project Name: Wilson High School Environmental Summit (on Earth Day)  
School Name: Wilson High School
              Grade/s: 9 - 12
Project Date: Fri Apr 22, 2005 (one day)
Number of Participants (approximate okay): 150
          

Teacher/s Name/s: Dennis Pilien
Success Story Prepared By: Dennis Pilien      Date: Friday April 15, 2005
Briefly Describe the SL Activity

The students will help design, set up and display in booths that emphasize environmental education ethics and principles during Wilson High School’s Environmental Summit (environmental fair) on April 22, 2005, supporting the Summit. Our "companion" activities feature Principles of Permaculture in a series of environmental display stations, an Environmental Jeopardy game, a Native American "connection to Mother Earth" performance, a KidCast live multinational video of youths sharing environmental commentary, samples of our native plants used in restoring our hillside. We also hope to include kite flying displays and Chinese dragon dancers.
What community partners were/are involved?

Wilson High School Student Leadership, the Wilson High School Environmental Resources Steering Committee and the Debs Park Earth Day Steering Committee. 

What contribution did the SL activity make to your community? It helps the educational community become more aware of their own environment and their own impact on it. We hope to positively change (even just a little bit) and modify the behavior of young people to become more environmentally responsible because they are better informed about their own environment and the impacts of their choices.

What impact did the SL activity have upon the  students and/or school culture?

The responsibility of working together toward a common goal, having deadlines, expressing concern and disseminating information causes students to have camaraderie of spirit and nurturing as expressed through this environmental portal. Caring for the earth or nurturing might be lacking in our society, but our activities are crafted to have the most return of social capital on the effort for the resources expended.  

The academic environmental concepts displayed in the booths can change the lives of the visiting students. However, these informational exchanges can be the beginning of a very rewarding and worthwhile pathway of heightened environmental awareness.

What impact did the SL activity have upon the teaching and/or academic content learning? Teaching ecological concepts such as, stability in an ecosystem is a balance between competing effects is reinforced. It is also California State Standard #6 in Life Sciences.
What lessons were learned, (i.e. best practices)?

We expect participating students will learn how to effectively communicate the ideas at their display stations. These student helpers mirror dissemination of the science behind all of the displays and these effectively communicated ideas are unguided practice that is very powerful. The student helpers become the teachers, and in doing so, themselves in turn, learn. That seems to be a very powerful lesson learned or a “best practice”. "ln the end we will conserve only what we love. We love only what we understand. We will understand only what we are taught." Baba Dioum
