


 

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
Los Angeles Unified School District 

 
    INFORMATIVE 

        September 8, 2008 
TO:  Members, Board of Education 
  David L. Brewer III, Superintendent 
   
FROM:  Cynthia Lim, Interim Assistant Superintendent 

Planning and Assessment Division 
   
SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF 2007-2008 CAHSEE RESULTS 
 
 
This informative provides advance information regarding the California High School Exit 
Examination (CAHSEE) results.  These results are embargoed until Tuesday, September 9, at 
10:00 a.m. when the California Department of Education (CDE) will release this information to the 
public. 
 
All California pubic school students must pass the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) in 
both English language arts and mathematics and meet state and district course requirements in order to 
receive a high school diploma. The purpose of the CAHSEE is to improve student achievement in high 
school and help ensure that students who graduate from high school can demonstrate grade-level 
competency in reading, writing, and mathematics.   
 
The Class of 2006 was the first class required to pass CAHSEE.  Students are required to take the 
CAHSEE for the first time in grade 10.  Students who do not pass one or both parts of the CAHSEE in 
grade 10 have up to two opportunities in grade 11 and up to three opportunities in grade 12 to retake the 
part(s) of the exam not yet passed.  During the 2008-09 school year, the CDE increased the number of 
grade 12 opportunities from three to five.  On September 9, the CDE will release the results for the 10th 
graders who took the CAHSEE for the first time during the 2007-2008 school year. Previous board 
informatives presented CAHSEE results up to the March 2008 administration.  This informative includes 
all test administrations for the 2007-08 school year.   
 
CAHSEE Results for Grade 10 Students 
 
Table 1 displays the number and percent of 10th graders who took and passed the English language arts 
and Mathematics portions of the CAHSEE for the first time, beginning with the Class of 2006.  A higher 
percentage of 10th graders in 2007-08 passed the English language arts and Mathematics portions on 
their first try than previous 10th graders.  Table 1 and Figure 1 display the percentages of 10th graders 
who have passed the CAHSEE.     
 

Table 1 
California High School Exit Exam 

Number and Percent of 10th Graders Taking and Passing English Language Arts and Mathematics 
 

  

 Class of 
2006 

 Class of 
2007 

 Class of 
2008 

 Class of 
2009 

 Class of 
2010 

Change in 
Percentage 
2006 - 2010 

English Language Arts        

Number Tested 43,449 43,926 45,511 45,844 44,148   

Percent Passed 62% 66% 67% 66% 70% +8 

Mathematics        

Number Tested 43,845 44,130 45,794 46,409 44,386   

Percent Passed 58% 59% 62% 61% 67% +9 
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Figure 1 

Percentage Passing of 10th Graders Passing CAHSEE on First Try 
Class of 2006 to Class of 2010 
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While the percentage of LAUSD 10th graders passing English language arts is lower than the statewide 
average, the growth of 8 percentage points from the Class of 2006 is among the highest gains compared 
to other urban districts in California.  Pasadena’s 10th graders in the Class of 2010 gained 12 percentage 
points compared to the Class of 2006.  Tenth graders in Long Beach also gained 8 percentage points, 
well over the statewide average of 4 percentage points.  Table 2 compares LAUSD’s 10th grade pass 
rates with other districts in California.   
 

Table 2 
Grade 10 CAHSEE Pass Rates for First Time Test Takers 

LAUSD vs Other California School Districts 
English Language Arts 

 

  

Class of 
2006  

Class of 
2007  

Class of 
2008  

Class of 
2009  

Class of 
2010  

Change in 
Percentage 
2006 - 2010 

English Language Arts             

Pasadena 64% 69% 73% 76% 76% 12% 

Long Beach 71% 74% 75% 79% 79% 8% 

LAUSD 62% 66% 67% 66% 70% 8% 

Sacramento 68% 68% 71% 75% 75% 7% 

Fresno 62% 65% 64% 68% 68% 6% 

Oakland 55% 57% 62% 60% 60% 5% 

California 75% 76% 75% 77% 79% 4% 

Pomona 67% 67% 69% 71% 71% 4% 

San Jose 78% 80% 80% 82% 82% 4% 

San Francisco 74% 76% 74% 77% 77% 3% 

San Diego 78% 75% 78% 77% 77% -1% 
 

 
In Mathematics, the pass rate for LAUSD 10th graders in the Class of 2010 is lower than the state average 
but the growth from the Class of 2006 is higher than the state average.  Tenth graders in Pasadena and 
Fresno posted higher gains compared to the Class of 2006, with 13 and 12 percentage points, 
respectively.  LAUSD’s gain of 9 percentage points was similar to Long Beach, Pomona, Oakland and 
Sacramento.  Table 3 displays 10th grade pass rates in Mathematics for LAUSD and other California 
districts. 
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Table 3 

Grade 10 CAHSEE Pass Rates for First Time Test Takers 
LAUSD vs Other California School Districts 

Mathematics 
 

  

Class of 
2006  

Class of 
2007  

Class of 
2008  

Class of 
2009  

Class of 
2010  

Change in 
Percentage 
2006 - 2010 

Mathematics             

Pasadena 59% 59% 63% 72% 72% 13% 

Fresno 59% 61% 63% 71% 71% 12% 

Long Beach 69% 70% 71% 78% 78% 9% 

LAUSD 58% 59% 62% 61% 67% 9% 

Pomona 63% 64% 70% 72% 72% 9% 

Oakland 52% 54% 60% 61% 61% 9% 

Sacramento 68% 64% 70% 76% 76% 8% 

San Jose 76% 75% 79% 83% 83% 7% 

California 74% 74% 77% 76% 78% 4% 

San Diego 74% 78% 78% 77% 77% 3% 

San Francisco 78% 80% 76% 80% 80% 2% 
 
 
Table 4 presents the CAHSEE English language arts pass rates by gender and for each of the major 
subgroups.  All subgroups increased percentage points, compared to the Class of 2006 with the 
exception of Pacific Islanders and Whites, which remained unchanged from 2006.  Hispanics increased 
by 10 percentage points, compared to the Class of 2006.  African-Americans increased by 4 percentage 
points from their counterparts in 2006.  The percentage of English Learners passing the CAHSEE English 
language arts portion decreased, compared to the Class of 2006.  This is due, in part, to the 
reclassification of the English Learners where those that are proficient in English and meet other criteria 
are counted in Reclassified EL subgroup. 
 

Table 4 
10th Grade English Language Arts 
CAHSEE Pass Rates by Subgroup 

LAUSD 
 

English Language Arts  Class of 
2006 

 Class of 
2007 

 Class of 
2008 

 Class of 
2009 

 Class of 
2010 

Change in 
Percentage 
2006 - 2010 

Gender             

Male 58% 61% 63% 62% 65% +7 

Female 67% 71% 72% 71% 74% +7 

Ethnicity             

African American 60% 60% 64% 63% 64% +4 

Amer Ind/Alaska Nat 64% 70% 71% 73% 77% +13 

Asian 82% 84% 84% 84% 87% +5 

Filipino 85% 86% 88% 86% 87% +2 

Hispanic 57% 62% 63% 62% 67% +10 

Pacific Islander 73% 74% 78% 68% 73% 0 

White 88% 88% 88% 88% 88% 0 
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English Language Arts  Class of 
2006 

 Class of 
2007 

 Class of 
2008 

 Class of 
2009 

 Class of 
2010 

Change in 
Percentage 
2006 - 2010 

English Learners 42% 49% 30% 27% 30% -12 

Reclassified ELs 79% 84% 85% 85% 88% +9 

Students w/Disabilities 20% 22% 24% 23% 25% +5 

Econ Disadvantaged 58% 63% 64% 63% 67% +9 

 
 
Table 6 displays the CAHSEE Mathematics pass rates by gender and major subgroups for the past five 
years.  All major subgroups increased the percentage of students passing the CAHSEE, compared to the 
Class of 2006 with the exception of English Learners.  Hispanic students increased the percentage of 10th 
graders passing the Math CAHSEE by 10 percentage points.  African-American students increased by 5 
percentage points.  Reclassified English Learners increased 13 percentage points compared to their 
counterparts in the Class of 2006. 

 
Table 5 

10th Grade Mathematics 
CAHSEE Pass Rates by Subgroup 

LAUSD 

Mathematics  Class of 
2006 

 Class of 
2007 

 Class of 
2008 

 Class of 
2009 

 Class of 
2010 

Change in 
Percentage 

2006 – 
2010 

Gender             

Male 59% 59% 63% 62% 67% +8 

Female 58% 58% 62% 60% 66% +8 

Ethnicity             

African American 49% 46% 52% 49% 54% +5 

Amer Ind/Alaska Nat 62% 69% 68% 66% 72% +10 

Asian 91% 91% 91% 91% 93% +2 

Filipino 83% 83% 86% 84% 87% +4 

Hispanic 53% 54% 58% 57% 64% +11 

Pacific Islander 65% 67% 69% 63% 75% +10 

White 85% 86% 86% 85% 88% +3 

English Learners 46% 47% 34% 32% 37% -9 

Reclassified ELs 69% 72% 77% 77% 82% +13 

Students w/Disabilities 17% 16% 19% 18% 23% +6 

Econ Disadvantaged 55% 56% 59% 59% 65% +10 

 
 

The decrease in the percentage of English Learners passing English language arts and Mathematics 
portion of the CAHSEE is in part, due to the focus on reclassifying English Learners in the past five years.  
Once English Learners are reclassified as fluent-English proficient, they are no longer counted in the 
English Learner subgroup.  Over the past five years, higher numbers of Reclassified English Learners 
were tested in the Class of 2010 than in the Class of 2006 and fewer English Learners were tested in the 
Class of 2010, compared to the previous five years.  Table 6 displays the number of English Learners and 
Reclassified English Learners tested in the last five years.  Note the declining numbers of English 
Learners and the increase in Reclassified English Learners. 
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Table 6 
Number of English Learners and Reclassified English Learners Tested 

Class of 2006 to 2010 
 

  English Language Arts Mathematics 

  English 
Learners 

Reclassified 
English 

Learners 

English 
Learners 

Reclassified 
English 

Learners 

Class of 2006 16,587 9,822 16,631 10,110 

Class of 2007 17,471 9,173 17,414 9,294 

Class of 2008 11,585 16,247 11,505 16,515 

Class of 2009 11,919 16,701 11,896 16,965 

Class of 2010 10,945 16,543 10,802 16,793 

 
 

Percentage of Students Passing Both Parts of CAHSEE 
 
The State does not have a tracking system to calculate which students have passed both parts of the 
CAHSEE.  The estimated percentage of students in the Class of 2008 who have passed both parts of the 
exam is 90.2%  LAUSD is able to determine the percentage of students who have passed both CAHSEE 
English Language Arts and Mathematics through the District’s Student Information System (SIS).  Figure 
2 presents the percentage of students in the Class of 2006 through the Class of 2010 who have passed 
both parts of the CAHSEE, as of May 2008.  
 

Figure 2 
Percentage of Students Passing Both Parts of CAHSEE  

By Graduating Class as of May 2008 
LAUSD 
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As of May 2008, 90% of the Class of 2006 and the Class of 2007 have passed both parts of the exam.  
The pass rate includes students who returned to their high school, community adult school or community 
college to receive additional assistance to pass the CAHSEE.   
 
As of May 2008, 88% of the graduating Class of 2008 have passed both parts of the CAHSEE.  Students 
in the Class of 2008 had an additional opportunity to take the exam in July 2008.  Outreach is in process 
to notify CAHSEE non-passers of intensive instruction and services to help them pass the exam. 
 
Of the current 12th graders in the Class of 2009, 75% have passed both parts of the exam.  These 12th 
graders will have at least three additional opportunities to take the exam during the 2008-09 school year. 
 
Of the current 11th graders in the Class of 2010, 57% have passed both parts of the exam.  These 11th 
grade students will have two additional opportunities to pass the exam during the 2008-09 school year.  
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Table 7 shows that fewer than half of African-American students have passed both parts, and only 54% of 
Hispanic students have passed both parts.  Only 19% of the 11th grade English Learners have passed 
both parts of the exam.  The District will need to continue to provide intervention and other avenues to 
assist these students in passing the CAHSEE.  High school principals will receive reports listing students 
who have not passed the CAHSEE so that they can target instruction for these students. 
 

Figure 3 
Percentage of Students Passing Both Parts of the CAHSEE 

At the End of 10th Grade 
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The Class of 2010 has a higher percentage of students who have passed both parts of the exam by the 
end of 10th grade, compared to the earlier classes of 10th graders.  Only 44% of the 10th graders who took 
the CAHSEE for the first time in the Class of 2006 passed both parts, compared to 57% in the Class of 
2010. 

 
Table 7 

Percentage of Class of 2010 Passing Both Parts of CAHSEE by Subgroup 
 

CLASS OF 2010  As of May  2008 Total 
Tested 

Percent 
Passed 
Both 

ALL STUDENTS 47,705 57% 

GENDER     

   Male 24,395 55% 

   Female 23,389 59% 

ETHNICITY     

    African Amer. 5,641 45% 

    American Indian or Alaska Native  139 63% 

    Asian 1,919 83% 

    Filipino 1,273 81% 

    Hispanic  34,419 54% 

    Pacific Islander 170 64% 

    White 4,144 82% 

English Learners 11,972 19% 

Reclassified ELs 17,913 76% 

Students with Disabilities 4,340 14% 
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The following attachments provide school by school pass rates: 

 Attachment A1-2:  Class of 2008 
 Attachment B1-2:  Class of 2009 
 Attachment C1-2:  Class of 2010 

 
If there are any questions, please call me at 213-241-2460 or if there are questions regarding the 
CAHSEE test administration, please call the Student Testing Unit at 213-241-4104. 
 
 
c: Local District Superintendents 
 Ramon Cortines 
 James Morris 
 Judy Elliott 
 Roberta Fesler 
 David Holmquist 
 Jerry Thornton 
 Jefferson Crain 
 Randy Ross 



Attachment A-1
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2008 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division
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Attachment A-1
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2008 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division
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Attachment A-2
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2008 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates
Option Schools

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division
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Attachment A-2
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2008 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates
Option Schools

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division
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Attachment B-1
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2009 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division

77%

78%

78%

79%

79%

80%

80%

80%

81%

82%

83%

83%

83%

83%

84%

84%

84%

85%

85%

85%

85%

87%

87%

88%

88%

89%

90%

91%

91%

92%

93%

96%

97%

97%

98%

99%

100%

100%

100%

MARSHALL SH

NO HOLLYWOOD SH

BANNING SH

NARBONNE SH

HOLLYWOOD SH

UNIVERSITY SH

KENNEDY SH

FAIRFAX SH

GRANT SH

ARLETA SH-S.M.A.R.T.

VERDUGO HILLS SH

FULTON COLLEGE PREP

CHATSWORTH SH

BIRMINGHAM SH

HAMILTON SH-COMPLEX

ELIZABETH LC

CARSON SH

VENICE SH

VAN NUYS SH

SAN PEDRO SH

NEW TECH SH @JEFF SH

NORTHRIDGE ACAD SH

FOSHAY LC

VALLEY ALTERN MAG

EAGLE ROCK HS

CLEVELAND SH

TAFT SH

ORTHOPAEDIC HOSP MAG

INTERNATIONAL ST LC

32ND/USC PER ART MA

EL CAMINO REAL SH

KING-DREW MED MAG

MIDDLE COLLEGE HS

DOWNTWN BUSINESS MAG

BRAVO MEDICAL MAG

HIGH TECH HS

SOCES MAG

LACES MAG

HARBOR TCHR PREP ACD



Attachment B-1
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2009 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division
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Attachment B-2
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2009 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates
Options Schools

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division
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Attachment B-2
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2009 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates
Options Schools

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division
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Attachment C-1
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2010 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division
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Attachment C-1
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2010 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division

23%

29%

32%

32%

34%

35%

35%

36%

38%

38%

41%

42%

45%

46%

47%

48%

50%

51%

51%

52%

52%

52%

53%

53%

53%

54%

55%

55%

55%

56%

56%

57%

58%

58%

59%

60%

60%

LOCKE SH

SANTEE EDUC COMPLEX

WASHINGTON PREP SH

NEW TECH SH @ JORDAN

JEFFERSON SH

JORDAN SH

FREMONT SH

DORSEY SH

MANUAL ARTS SH

BELMONT SH

CRENSHAW SH

WEST ADAMS PREP SH

PANORAMA SH

EAST VALLEY SH

LOS ANGELES SH

HUNTINGTON PARK SH

GARDENA SH

ROOSEVELT SH

MONROE SH

SOUTH EAST SH

SAN FERNANDO SH

CONTRERAS LC

SYLMAR SH

LINCOLN SH

L.A. GLOBAL STUDIES

WESTCHESTER SH

WILSON SH

FRANKLIN SH

ARLETA SH

UNIVERSITY SH

GARFIELD SH

LAUSD

SOUTH GATE SH

ELIZABETH LC

HOLLYWOOD SH

CARSON SH

BANNING SH



Attachment C-2
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2010 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates
Options Schools

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division

38%

38%

39%

39%

40%

42%

42%

43%

43%

43%

46%

46%

47%

48%

50%

50%

50%

50%

56%

57%

57%

58%

58%

58%

65%

66%

68%

70%

71%

75%

CENTRAL HS

ANGEL'S GATE HS

YOUNG HS

BURKE HS

EINSTEIN HS

HIGHLAND PARK HS

INDIAN SPRINGS HS

CITY OF ANGELS

ODYSSEY HS

INDEPENDENCE HS

CDS AGGELER

LEONIS HS

WOODEN HS

RAMONA HS

MT LUKENS HS

EARHART HS

MISSION HS

OWENSMOUTH HS

PUEBLO DE L.A. HS

LAUSD

MONTEREY HS

AVALON HS

THOREAU HS

STONEY POINT HS

ADDAMS HS

METROPOLITAN HS

PHOENIX HS

TEMESCAL CANYON HS

WHITMAN HS

BOYLE HEIGHTS HS



Attachment C-2
Los Angeles Unified School District

Class of 2010 Cumulative CAHSEE (ELA and Math) Pass Rates
Options Schools

Includes May 2008 Test Administration Planning and Assessment Division

15%

17%

18%

19%

20%

21%

21%

21%

21%

21%

22%

23%

24%

24%

25%

26%

28%

28%

29%

29%

29%

31%

32%

32%

33%

36%

37%

37%

CDS JOHNSON

AGGELER HS

RODIA HS

YTH OPP UNLTD ALT HS

TRUTH HS

DEL REY HS

ELLINGTON HS

CDS TRI-C

SAN ANTONIO HS

NEWMARK HS

EAGLE TREE CONTN HS

LEWIS HS

MONETA HS

CDS WEST HOLLYWOOD

EVERGREEN HS

LONDON HS

CDS COOPER

VIEW PARK CONTN HS

MC ALISTER HS-CYESIS

CHEVIOT HILLS HS

ROGERS HS

DOUGLAS HS

SECONDARY CDS

PATTON HS

GREY HS

RILEY HS-CYESIS

HOPE HS

JEFFERSON CONT HS #1
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