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Ramon C. Cortines
Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Superintendent Ramon C. Cortines knows public education from the classroom up.  A career educator—he spent years teaching sixth grade in a small school district near Monterey and high school English in Covina before succeeding up the administrative ladder from assistant principal to the superintendent of schools of districts in Pasadena, San Francisco, San Jose, New York and as of Jan. 1,  Los Angeles.

This is his second stint at the helm of the nation’s second largest school district. Nine years ago, he served as Interim Superintendent.  His priorities remain the same: pushing LAUSD’s lowest-performing students and schools to do better; improving overall academic achievement; ensuring all children get what they need in every classroom while thinning the ranks inside central headquarters as he encourages greater decision-making at the nearly 900 elementary, middle school and high school campuses.
Happiest in a classroom full of students, Superintendent Cortines regularly visits schools unannounced to take the pulse starting with how office staff greets him.  At the District’s Beaudry headquarters, he also makes time for students ranging from young children who are making a presentation before the Los Angeles School Board and want to take a picture with him to high school leaders who want to pick his brain.

Instruction is still his passion decades after coming home from school in the fourth grade and announcing to his parents that he wanted to be a teacher.  He earned a bachelor’s degree in speech and education, and two masters’ degrees in school administration and in adult learning from Pasadena College.   He also served as an instructor in the U. S. Army.  

In addition to teaching at every level in the public schools: elementary, middle school and high school, he also has worked at numerous universities including: Harvard, Columbia, Stanford and Brown.  Four colleges have awarded Superintendent Cortines honorary degrees, but don’t call him “doctor.”  Sought after by the White House, he has advised every President or his Secretary of Education since the Carter Administration.  In Los Angeles, he served as Deputy Mayor for Education for Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa prior to his return to LAUSD in 2008 as Senior Deputy Superintendent.  
His civic engagements include service on many boards including trustee of the J. Paul Getty Trust. He is also a member of the Board of Directors of Scholastic, Inc., a children’s book publisher based in New York.

When asked by a stranger what he does, he answers without hesitation: “I’m a teacher.”

